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Community News

Texas Public Pool Council Recognizes ORN
     The City of Oak Ridge North’s pool 
at Marilyn Edgar Park was recognized 
at the Texas Public Pool Council annu-
al conference earlier this month. The 
City’s pool program received Agency 
of the Year-Class 3 award for popula-
tions under 40,000 for having dem-
onstrated effective, quality aquatics 
programming. The City began man-
aging the pool in 2016, after previ-
ously contracting the pool manage-
ment through various organizations.
     Before the city was incorporated in 
1979, the Oak Ridge Municipal Util-
ity District had ownership of the pool 
which had been built by the develop-
er of Oak Ridge North. Pool manage-
ment changed many hands over the 
years before the city decided to hire 
Sarah McClure in 2016 to develop 
pool and park programming. The city 
focuses on main-
taining the historic 
home of the Oak 
Ridge Otters Swim 
Team, while also 
making it a quality 
public pool for resi-
dents. 
     Over the last two 
years, swim les-
sons, CPR trainings, 
water aerobics, and 
other Red Cross 
classes have been 

added to the Marilyn Edgar Pool pro-
grams. This year the city is planning 
to hire about thirty aquatics staff. 
The positions will include two pool 
managers, three head lifeguards, ten 
swim lesson instructors, and at least 
fifteen lifeguards.  Applications are 
currently being accepted at City Hall 
during business hours, or by emailing 
Sarah McClure at smcclure@oakrid-
genorth.com. 
     In addition to being named Agency 
of the Year, Community Programs Co-
ordinator, Sarah McClure received the 
Member Scholarship Award through 
Texas Public Pool Council. She will 
be able to utilize this certification to 
further her training with the Ameri-
can Red Cross. This summer, she is 
looking forward to holding Lifeguard 
Instructor and Water Safety Instruc-

tor courses. All classes are open to 
the public. More information can 
be found at the City’s website at: 
http://www.oakridgenorth.com/
departments/parks_and_recre-
ation/swimming_pool.php
     If you have any questions about 
the Oak Ridge North Community 
Pool, please contact Community 
Programs Coordinator, Sarah Mc-
Clure at 713-824-0460 or smc-
clure@oakridgenorth.com. We 
look forward to another year of 
serving the residents of Oak Ridge 
North! 
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Commerce Park Turn Lane
What’s New
     The City currently is design-
ing a center turn-lane for the 
Oak Ridge North Commerce 
Park located east of the Union 
Pacific Railroad tracks off Rob-
inson Road.  This is a left turn 
for east-bound Robinson Road.  
The project is being funded by 
the Economic Development 
Corporation, and is part of the 
long range plans for Robin-
son Road improvements.  RPS 
Engineering has the contract 
to provide engineering plans.  
Currently, the design plans and 
specifications are at the 95% 
stage and have been reviewed 
and returned by the City to 
RPS. 



Hello Neighbors!
There is an old saying: 
“Sometimes you have to 
look through the rain to 
see the rainbow.”  I believe 
that is true in life and in 
how we see things going 
on around us.  I have often 
mentioned that those of 
us in leadership positions 
not only have to govern 
for the things taking place 
today, but we also govern 
and plan for things that 
can and will happen five to 
ten years down the road.  
Progress is not always easy 
to accept and it is not al-
ways pretty.  There are ups 
and downs that have to be 
dealt with on a continual 
basis.  Let me take a min-
ute to talk about this.  
Recently I received an 
email from a resident ask-
ing about the drainage 
construction being done 

on their street.  I appreciate 
residents asking questions 
and seek to get answers for 
them or refer them to who 
can help them.  In this case, 
I went by and inspected 
it and they were right – it 
was ugly and with the rain, 
it was messy too!  That 
project was being done to 
improve drainage in the 
area and help prevent fu-
ture flooding.  It was nec-
essary for the future, but it 
was also hard on residents 
today.  The residents un-
derstand why it’s taking 
place – so they have to fo-
cus on the rainbow and en-
dure some hardships dur-
ing construction.  
Likewise, all of us will have 
to endure some issues 
when the county starts 
working on upgrading 
and improving the Wood-
lands Parkway/Robinson 

Road overpass over I-45.  
As a part of this project, 
the traffic circles will be 
taken out, and the flow 
improved.  That will take 
months to complete once 
it starts. It will be ugly and 
cause us some headaches.  
In the end, however, we 
will have a much improved 
overpass and an enlarged 
and improved intersection 
at Patsy/Westwood and 
Robinson Road.  
We were very fortunate to 
have had very little flood-
ing during Hurricane Har-
vey.  Much of that was due 
to the work that was done 
on our drainage system 
over the past years.  We 
endured some pains back 
then, but we reaped the 
benefits during that ter-
rible storm.  
This is just a couple of ex-
amples of how we deal 

Mayor Jim Kuykendall

Get Involved 

with the work of progress 
in our community, and 
how it can pay off for all 
of us.  We work together 
to look past the rain to see 
the rainbow that comes af-
ter!  That’s what a “Home-
town Should Be!”

Blessings,
Jim Kuykendall, Mayor
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From the Mayor

 

 
 

Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist… 
 

 
 
 
 

                                           www.keystonesignature.com 
 

          832-764-0156 
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Paula Cleveland, Broker                                        
BBS, TRLS , ABR, TX Notary 

paula@keystonesignature.com 
713-819-8479 cell                   

832-764-0156 office 
 

Neighbor to 
Neighbor Special 

call for details 

   BUY   |   SELL   |   LEASE   |   PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

When results matter, call Paula!  I’m here to serve you with a personalized marketing 
plan. Call or text today - I’ll get you moving in the right direction. 

Professional Photos                Showing Service                 Monitored lockboxes                  Property Website 

Tour my website to see more 



      It seems like communication is easier than ever 
with the diverse options of email, texting, twitter 
and other social media venues.  That holds true 
for us at the City of Oak Ridge North as well.  Our 
residents and businesses can monitor and interact 
through our Facebook account (facebook.com/
oakridgenorth), our website (oakridgenorth.com), 
or Twitter (@OakRidgeNorthTX).  Police informa-
tion is available by signing up through Nixle.com.  
You can also sign up with the City Secretary, Eliza-
beth Harrell, for email alerts.
    There is a challenge in this social media saturat-
ed world of communications.  Many times our con-
stituents feel that a post on Twitter or Facebook, 
even on a site that is NOT officially sponsored by 
the City, is a communication to the City.  Many of 
these postings seek response or remedies, when 
in fact, those of us responsible for addressing your 
needs may never see the post.  
      Please call the City or email us when social 
media fails.  
      Email addresses and phone numbers for all 
Council members, the City Manager, and most 
employees are located on our website.   Exten-
sions are listed for our employees.  Our website, 
Facebook page, and voice recording give access to 

State of the City
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our afterhours 
number for emer-
gencies.  If one 
number doesn’t 
get you where 
you need to be, 
call another one.   
It’s not always as 
easy as a single 
call, answered 
the first time.  We 
wish it was. 
      The City also 
holds regular 
public meet-
ings.  The Council 
meets every sec-
ond and fourth 
Monday.  The 
Planning & Zon-
ing Commission 
meets on the first Monday, the Economic Develop-
ment Board on the third Monday, and our Commu-
nity Affairs Committee meets on the fourth Tues-
day.  All of these are open to the public, generally 
at 7 p.m., and are posted on our website weekly.  
You are welcome to watch and give input at any 
of these meetings.  Your City Council, board and 
commission members, and City staff are in atten-
dance and will visit with you.  In addition, the City 
has strived to gain broader input with surveys and 
workshops on such important issues as Compre-
hensive Planning and the future of Robinson Road. 
     We also communicate through direct mail and a 
quarterly newsletter like this one you are reading 
now.  Your Mayor, Jim Kuykendall, sends personal 
letters when issues require deeper explanation.
We make every effort to be accessible so that you, 
the people we serve, can find information and/or 
the services you need.  This is important because 
an informed and engaged community is at the core 
of a healthy community.    

Vicky Rudy, City Manager 

City Communication 



    Code of Ordinances Chapter 14; Section 14-1 thru 
14-2 requires to Contractors who work within the city 
limits of Oak Ridge North be registered with the city.  
You ask why?  Well there are a few reasons, the main 
reason is safety.  Safety for our residents, we require 
proof of general liability and proof of current State 
licenses held by the company and the individuals, 
when registering with the City.  This also allows us to 
know who is working in our City, in the hopes to pre-
vent unlicensed workers to perform jobs that should 
require a professional.
    Secondly, this helps the contractors themselves, 
State Licensed Contractors must keep up to date on 
the latest codes by performing continual education 
courses.  Each trade must have a certain amount of 
educational credits recorded under their name before 
their license will be renewed with the State of Texas.  
For more information on this you can visit www.tdlr.
com and research the different criteria’s for each 
trade.
    With licensed companies and individuals you are 
assured that they are well educated in the trade they 
perform.  Listed below are the trades that are re-
quired to register with the city, registrations are good 
for 1 calendar year: General Contractors, Electrical 
Contractors, Plumbing Contractors, Mechanical Con-
tractors, Irrigation & Backflow Contractors, Roofing 
Contractors, and Utility Underground Contractors.

 Janet Wisnowski, Certified Permit Technician 
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Building Oak Ridge North
Contractor Registration Information 

Inside Villa Salons
27176 I-45 North, Suite 5
Oakridge North, TX 77385
n-style@sbcglobal.net

Inside Villa Salons
27176 I-45 North, Suite 5
Oakridge North, TX 77385
n-style@sbcglobal.net
Cell: 281-330-3048Cell: 281-330-3048

$5 off any hair service
When you mention this ad

when  scheduling your appointment
~ First time customers only ~

THE FAMILY HANDYMAN
**PAINT CONTRACTOR**

JOSEPH DIAMANTINI

Call for a FREE estimate! 
713-203-5771

josephdiamantini@hotmail.com

OAK RIDGE NORTH RESIDENTS

Contact Information:
John Beisert
Building Official
832-381-3248

Janet Wisnowski
Certified Permit Technician
832-381-3301



            
Christmas Recap/ Voting Information 
Community Events 

6

    The City kicked off the holiday season on Novem-
ber 26th with the annual Christmas Tree Lighting. Over 
50 residents attended the event! Oak Ridge Baptist 
Church’s Silver Belles opened the event with carols for 
the audience. On the Mayor’s signal, Girl Scouts turned 
the switch lighting up the tree and sign for the season. 
C&S Limousine Services provided a shuttle for those at-
tending from the Oak Ridge North Shoppes.
      The Christmas Festivities continued with the Mayor 
and Council Holiday Reception held on December 14th. 
Approximately 100 people attended the reception 
which took place at City Hall. Alonti provided the cater-
ing for the event. 
     On the evening of December 15th, the Christmas 
Hayride and Santa in the Park took place at Marilyn Ed-
gar Park. There was over 10,000 pounds of ice blown 
into a snow field for kids to play on, free professional 
photos with Santa, ornament decorating provided by 
Oak Ridge Baptist Church, fire truck activities provided 
by South Montgomery County Fire Department, cook-
ies provided by H-E-B, and hot chocolate, coffee, and 
popcorn served by City Council and staff. There were 
four full hayrides around the city to look at the winning 
houses from the Light up the Night competition.  

  Huge THANK YOU to all our sponsors:
Bowlero

Little Beakers 
Oak Ridge Young Learners Academy

Camp Bow Wow
Casey E. Loring- Attorney at Law
Keystone Signature Properties

Core Mechanical
Rooms To Go

Ototronix 

Voters Take Note:
Montgomery County Primary Elections

 Location Change
    Montgomery County’s Primary Elections will be 
held on March 6th, 2018. Please take note that the 
Nature Center off of Rayford Road sustained damage 
during hurricane Harvey this past fall and repairs are 
not complete. The normally used polling location, the 
Robinson Road Community Center, is being used as a 
storage location for the Nature Center in the meantime 
and is not available for use as a polling location for the 
Primary Elections on March 6, 2018. The Montgom-
ery County Elections Administrator has asked and has 
been authorized to utilize the ORN Municipal Building 
as an Election Day polling place for the Primary Elec-
tions. Parking will still be available at the Robinson 
Road Community Center with a short walk to the Oak 
Ridge North Municipal Building. Parking will also be 
available at the Municipal Building as well. With this in 
mind, please expect higher traffic volume on March 6th 
between the times of 7am and 7pm. 



Essential Pieces of the Community 
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Community Events 

Leah Gray was recognized for her assistance with the 
City of Oak Ridge North special events. Mrs. Gray has 
chaired the annual July 4th parade, Christmas parade 
and Light Up the Night Christmas decorating contest 
for longer than anyone can remember.  But her ser-
vice goes so much deeper.  Leah served seven terms 
on the Oak Ridge North City Council in Position 4 and 
as Mayor Pro Tem.  She also was a Director on the Oak 
Ridge North Economic Development Corporation and 
a member of the Planning and Zoning Commission.  
We are so thankful to have her with us in Oak Ridge 
North! 

Roddy and Linda Rodriquez are also longtime resi-
dents of Oak Ridge North with a history of supporting 
the City’s special events. They are known by most as 
the house that the City’s annual Christmas Hayride 
stops off at. For years, they have provided residents 
with hot chocolate, wassail, toys, and decorations to 
take pictures with. Our Christmas Hayride would not 
be what it is today without the generosity and sup-
port of the Rodriquez family. 

Left to Right: Mayor Jim Kuykendall, Leah Gray, Linda 
and Roddy Rodriquez

     Oak Ridge High School Coach Brian Fitzgerald was 
recently selected as the Houston Texas Coach of the 
Year. Fitzgerald is currently the Offensive Line coach 
as well as the Shot Put and Discus coach for the Oak 
Ridge War Eagles. He is in his 9th season of coach-
ing. Previously he coached for four years at Hardin 
Simmons University, before moving to teaching and 
coaching. This is his third year at Oak Ridge High 
School. In addition to coaching, Fitzgerald teaches 
U.S. History. 
     Fitzgerald is also a member on the Oak Ridge High 
School Foundations Committee which hosts program 
fundraisers such as a golf tournament and silent auc-
tion dinner. He has also put on the Oak Ridge Lineman 
Challenge over the past two summers.
     What makes everything more special is that 
Fitzgerald is a 2005 graduate of Oak Ridge High 
School. He is able to make a profound difference on 
the students and community that he is a product of. 
We are extremely proud of him and all of his accom-
plishments. Thank you Coach Fitzgerald for truly help 
Oak Ridge North be “What a Hometown Should Be.”  

Coach Biran Fitzgerald and Mayor Jim Kuykendall



           
Flood Insurance Information 
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Public Works 

    Spring has arrived and with it, 
spring showers. However, in this part 
of the state, Gulf Coast showers can 
result in flooding. And with hurricane 
season following closely on Spring’s 
heels, tropical storms bring a threat 
of flooding as well. So let’s open the 
discussion of flood insurance. 
     Self-reliant, sustainable communi-
ties know that flood insurance is the 
only vehicle guaranteed to assure a 
smooth and complete recovery from 
a damaging flood. Experience has 
shown that an insured community 
recovers more quickly and more thor-
oughly than it would if no insurance 
were in place. Consider that:
    • People without the needed 
financial resources may not be able 
to make full repairs to their homes 
after a flood and may move back 
into an unsafe or unsanitary struc-
ture—if they move back at all. In 
either circumstance, neighborhoods 
can be prone to deterioration over 

time, which tends to result in social 
problems and also undermines the tax 
base.
     • One out of every four damaged 
businesses does not re-open after a 
disaster, because they are not finan-
cially prepared to do so, according to 
the Institute of Business and Home 
Safety. Business closures reverberate 
through the local economy and the 
community, as jobs are lost, tax rev-
enues decline, and consumer spend-
ing is disrupted.
    • Very few floods are declared fed-
eral disasters. No declaration means 
no federal grants, loans, or temporary 
housing funds for the people or for 
the local government. And even in the 
few cases in which there is a disaster 
declaration, the vast majority of fed-
eral assistance to households comes 
in the form of small, restricted grants 
and disaster loans.
    The good news is that flood insur-
ance can remedy these situations. 

Renters and homeowners with build-
ing and/or contents coverage are as-
sured of quick financial help to recov-
er and to repair or rebuild. Businesses 
with the proper flood insurance 
coverage can repair, reopen, and put 
their employees back to work faster. 
Further, insured properties are eligible 
for Increased Cost of Compliance (ICC) 
payments—an additional source of 
funding that helps in local redevel-
opment. All of these circumstances 
generate a sense of well-being and 
positive outlook in a flood-damaged 
community. Keep in mind flood insur-
ance policies take 30 days to become 
effective, so don’t delay in discussing 
this with your insurance agent or the 
City (call the Public Works Depart-
ment to speak with someone about 
flood risks).

Joe Sherwin, Director of Public 
Works 

Oak Ridge Elementary will be hosting its very first fundraising car show 
on Thursday, April 12th!! We willl be bringing in a variety of hot rods, 

sports cars, lifted and modified trucks, as well as classic cars for your en-
tertainment. If you or anyone you know is interested in showing their 
masterpiece at our school’s event, please contact Marybeth DeMott at         

936-827-1184 or mrdmb07@yahoo.com 

NO ENTRY FEE!!!

APRIL 12TH 
CAR SHOW 

5:30PM-7:30PM



                              
Crane’s Dress Boutique 
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Business Spotlight 

    After years of working as a buyer 
and in management positions for 
large department stores, Debbie 
Crane decided to open a shop of 
her own. After her children gradu-
ated college, she decided to chase 
her dream of having her own store. 
Crane’s Dress Boutique, located in 
the Wood Ridge Plaza, opened late 
October of 2017. 

    Crane explained she loves being 
a part of Oak Ridge North because 
of the visibility, the size of space 
she could get, as well as having a 
unique community to be a part of.  
She has lived in the area with her 
family since 1991, and over the 

years noticed a lack of formal dress 
stores. They only have a minimal 
stock of each dress to ensure that 
no one is wearing the same dress 
at the same event around the area. 
They note where a dress is going to 

be worn at the time of purchase to 
ensure this. 
    The majority of dresses range 
from $300-500, however there 
are lower priced options for less 
formal occasions, like date night. 
Crane’s carries dresses for Home-
comings, Proms, formal events, 
informal wedding dresses, as well 

as a wide 
selection 
of mother 
of the 
bride and 
mother of 
the groom 
dresses. 
Their wide 
selection 
has some-
thing for 

all ages. 
    The shop works to have a wide 
selection of sizes, designers, and 
styles. Jovani, Mori Lee, Faviana, 
La Femme, Blush, MGNY, Ursula, 
Montage, and Cameron Blake are 
a few designers that are carried. 
Crane also mentioned the ability 
to be able to place special orders if 
the correct size is not in stock. Ac-
cessories such as shoes, handbags, 
and jewelry are also sold to com-
plete the look. 
    Crane is excited to become a 
part of the Oak Ridge North Com-
munity and looks forward to many 
years working with residents to 
find the perfect dress for each oc-
casion. 
    Cranes is located at 27858 I-45 
N, Oak Ridge North, TX 77385 and 
can be reached at 281-771-5840. 



                
Crime Prevention 
Police Spotlight 
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     When most people think of po-
lice, they think of the profession 
of law enforcement officers tasked 
with keeping communities safe and 
apprehending suspected criminals.  
The word “police” comes from the 
Greek word “polis”, which refers to 
an ancient Greek city-state. It can 
also mean a body of citizens.  My 
firm belief is that the true police are 
the citizenry, who are the eyes and 
ears of the community. Since the 
professional police can’t be every-
where all the time, members of the 
community are a key factor in crime 
prevention. 
     Crime prevention starts in the 
home. Typically, home burglars pick 
easy targets, and make entry into 
homes that are unlocked. Always 
keep doors and windows locked 
when you’re not home (or even 
when you are home). Also the use 
of exterior lighting can be an effec-
tive deterrent. Be watchful of un-

familiar persons or vehicles in your 
neighborhood, and watch your 
neighbor’s homes as well. 
     

Business owners and employees 
should also be observant of their 
surroundings. Watch out for suspi-
cious vehicles and persons espe-
cially at opening and closing times. 
Try to get detailed physical descrip-
tions of the persons, as well as a 
description of their vehicle and 
license plate number.  Also be ob-
servant of people wearing inappro-

priate clothing for the weather (i.e. 
heavy clothing on warm days). 
     When out and about with family 
or running errands, be alert when 
walking to and from your vehicle 
in a parking lot. Most criminals are 
like predators in nature, they look 
for easy prey. While walking to and 
from your vehicle, pay attention to 
your surroundings. Also have your 
keys in your hand while approach-
ing your vehicle. Typically if you 
look like you’re not preoccupied, a 
would be thief or robbery suspect 
will not risk targeting a victim who 
will put up a fight. 
     These tips are not meant to 
cause fear or panic, but to make 
the public aware of their surround-
ings. Most criminal apprehensions 
by law enforcement are a result of 
observant and diligent members of 
the public. 

Officer James Kipness, Jr., Oak Ridge 
North Police Department

Third Grade learns what 
happens when salt is added  

to ice...it lowers the freezing   
point of water. A useful effect     

when making ice cream, which      
 is exactly what they did!       



Eva Clawson

Mayor: Jim Kuykendall
Mayor Pro Tem: Clint McClaren

Council Members:
Place 1: Paul Bond

Place 2: Clint McClaren
Place 3: Alex Jones

Place 4: Michelle Cassio
Place 5: Frances Planchard
Vicky Rudy, City Manager

Elizabeth Harrell, City Secretary
Andy Walters, Chief of Police

Joe Sherwin, Director of Public Works/
Engineering

Eva Clawson, Director of Finance
Heather Neeley, Director of Economic Development

John Beisert, Building Official

   

City of Oak Ridge North
Monthly Meeting Schedule

City Council
2nd & 4th Mondays 7:00 p.m. 

Planning and Zoning
1st Monday 7:00 p.m.

Economic Development Corporation
3rd Monday 7:00 p.m.

Community Affairs Committee
4th Tuesday  6:30 p.m. 

For complete schedules and agendas visit:
oakridgenorth.com 

The public is ALWAYS welcome!

The Oak Ridge North Community News is a quarterly 
publication, designed and produced by Sarah McClure,                     
Community Programs Coordinator for the City of Oak Ridge 
North. Front page photo courtesy of local photographer, Robert 

Harrington, owner of Bella Vista Productions.
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     Eva Clawson was recently hired as Oak Ridge 
North’s new Director of Finance. Prior to work-
ing for the City, Eva was the Financial Reporting 
Manager with Arrow Child and Family Minis-
tries. She was with them for over twelve years. 
She is a long time resident of the area. Eva 
graduated from Sam Houston State University 
with a degree in accounting.
    In her spare time she enjoys spending time 
with her family, geocaching, reading and listen-
ing to audio books. She also holds her black 
belt in karate. Outside of work, she is an active 
member in her church, where she plays the 
bass.
    We are excited to have Eva and her expertise 
with us at Oak Ridge North!  

To contact City Staff after business 
hours please use the following 

phone number:
281-292-4642
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We’re on the web!
facebook.com/oakridgenorth

27424 Robinson Road
Oak Ridge North, Texas 77385
Phone: 281-292-4648
After Hours: 281-292-4642
Fax: 281-367-7729
oakridgenorth.com

KATHY MONTES   REALTOR
Everything we touch turns to SOLD!

Friends and neighbors, take on the housing 

market with the professionals you deserve! 

We take great pleasure in assisting our Oak 

Ridge neighbors in finding their dream 

homes. Our expertise and reliability have led 

us to sell 33 homes in our neighborhood!

-Kathy Montes Our Services Include:
- Professional Staging 

- Interior and Exterior

- Professional Photography

T H E  WO O D L A N D S  -  M AG N O L I A  -  S H E N A N D OA H  -  OA K  R I D G E  N O R T H  -  S P R I N G

K m o n t e s 4 u @ a o l . c o m K a t h y m o n t e s r e a l e s t a t e . c o m

C A L L  T O DAY  F O R  A  
F R E E  H O M E  E VA L UAT I O N

- Vir tual Tours

- Adver t is ing and Marketing

- Two agents for the price of one!


